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OUR EVER POPULAR 

SPRING SALE
Saturday, 5 May 
10 am to 1 pm

in the Institute, Llanfyllin

Re-stock your gardens this spring with 
excellent plants of all kinds

Bargains galore, collectables, household 
items, CD’s and DVD’s, books, clothes and 
more - plus refreshments and a raffle.

Contributions will be most welcome.  Please 
contact Lorna Brown on 01691 648709 or 
uk@lornabrown.net

It looks as if spring is around the corner – at 
last!  This has been a long, hard winter and 
we’ll all be glad to see it come to an end.  
Uganda, being on the equator, is blessed with 
very equitable weather, sunny and warm most 
times throughout the year. However, they are 
blighted by drought and this has been another 
difficult year for our two communities, Kamuli 
and Ngora, because of this and they would give 
anything for rainfall like ours.  Fortunately, 
the rains brought some respite in March but, 
because of climate change, they are unreliable 
and unpredictable, so our priority is to try and 
help our partners to alleviate this desperate 
situation.  Our two Moses (Ekoi in Ngora and 
Kitimbo in Kamuli), together with their equally 
dedicated teams continue to work tirelessly 
and selflessly for the good of their communities, 
with invaluable and greatly appreciated support 
from our Chair, Lorna Brown, who visits at 
least twice a year.

More information on our website and don’t forget to keep a watch out for 
regular updates on Twitter @dolenffermio and Facebook as Dolen Ffermio 

The new year has brought some positive news from both the OVC communities working together to improve the lives 
of needy children in Ngora and Nyero, the latter havimg been set up by Cordelia Weedon and funded  independently 

of Dolen Ffermio.  The Permaculture Design Courses, run by Sector39, over the last couple of years have enabled training 
for several people working with Dolen Ffermio in Uganda, and they are using it in innovative ways to help the children. 
There are a huge number of orphaned children in Uganda, mainly because of the Aids epidemic.  All too often these 
children don’t have educational opportunities or fall through the net and end up living rough, sometimes getting drawn into 
drugs.  For a country to evolve it needs to educate its young people.  Through your donations, Dolen Ffermio is contributing 
towards improving this situation that lead to enabling sustainable livelihoods.

NOVC Project

 Last Christmas the Ngora Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s catalogue 
did a lot better, raising £9661.  This means that another 30 children have 
been recruited, bringing the total to 230 over the past 5 years.  As with their 
predecessors, they have been given school uniforms, stationery, shoes, a 
mosquito net, a shared male goat, maize seed and skills training in a wide 
variety of household and income generating skills.  There were a couple of 
catalogue gift changes this year - solar lamps to help young people studying  
and tree seedlings (here are William and Esther with theirs), which contribute 
towards the Permaculture work, complementing the environmental ethos 
that Dolen Ffermio is committed to.   Hellen Aanyu, the NOVC committee 
chairperson, has been working with Godfrey Opolot (WHOVC committee 
member) teaching Permaculture principles to the children, caretakers 
and teachers in Ngora and Nyero.  They are both very passionate about 
transforming their communities to better deal with the challenges of climate change in this drought prone area.  

SUPPORTING ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN
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Our Uganda partners, Moses Ekoi, his daughter Ruth and the NOVC committee, do fantastic work keeping everything 
going, often in difficult circumstances. Here is an extract from Moses’ annual report:

“The management of all these children is quite hard especially in the implementation of the activities and above all their 
monitoring  at their homes , but we thank God as much as there have been  challenges , the committee was able to run the 
activities through your support.  Centre day activities are being implemented every centre day and the children are enjoying 
them. However, one of the challenges is that the level of implementation could be increased as the children request to have 
additional skills in future if they have to use this type of skill for survival.”

Over the past few months the Ngora team has been exploring ways in which to adapt the NOVC project in order to benefit 
more primary school children in view of the large numbers whose families ask for places and who have to be disappointed.  
In addition, they are very keen to offer support to youngsters at secondary school or who have dropped out because their 
families cannot afford the fees.  We have no specific details as yet but their ideas offer great potential and we will keep you 
informed.  

WHOVC Project

The World Heritage Orphans & Vulnerable Children’s project is a small project of just 30 children based on the same 
principles as the NOVC project. When I was first asked to help this group of vulnerable children, I felt a bit daunted taking 
on sole responsibility for fundraising, and I knew I needed to be mindful about raising expectations so I have been very 
much guided by Moses Ekoi’s advice.  One of the caretakers, Philomena, has been trained in tailoring skills and is now a 
trainer on the project.  She was a struggling single parent when I first met her, also taking care of orphans in the community.   
There have also been difficult times, particularly when one of the main people running the project, mobilizer Joseph Opolot, 
had a bad motor bike accident and was out of action for a while with a head injury.  Joseph Opolot has recently sent through 
some very positive news:

“The Ginger and Chilli permaculture project you funded, was 
prioritized and made money.  (This photo was taken by Joseph Opolot)  
The committee resolved to start paying tuition for three students who 
performed well in last year’s primary leaving exams.  We also managed 
to buy two more sweater-knitting machines for our children. There is a 
high demand of sweaters for school children, and this would be a source 
of income for the project. One of our objectives of the Nyero project 
is to equip our children, their caretakers, and youths with livelihood 
skills for sustainability. To achieve this we are now offering knitting, art 
and craft, tailoring and carpentry to 30 youths, who help maintain the 
centre by contributing some training materials and facilitation fee for 
the two centre tutors.  This year we plan to start a bamboo-planting project, for art and craft products. We now have a place 
at the trading centre where we are selling things made on the Skills Training course “

My aim is to try and continue supporting the Skills Training programme and help with scholastic materials for the younger 
children for another year, and to assess the impact of the project later this year.

Cordelia Weedon

SOLAR PROJECT LIGHTING UP NGORA COMMUNITY
The aim of the solar project is to light up as many community homes as 
possible.  Before we started solar product distribution in February nearly 
everyone was in darkness except for smoky kerosene lanterns, candles or 
tiny torches.  The ‘Climate Change’ publicity campaign continues to attract 
buyers, as does the showroom and advice centre.  The solar lanterns for 
school students have been extremely popular.  The main problem the team 
is facing is the slow payment on the hire purchase system.  5 young people 
are employed on sales, installation and marketing, in addition to the vital 
manager Ruth Akello (Moses Ekoi’s daughter) and 2 electricians.  In the 
first 9 months 476 lanterns were sold, 24 solar systems from 10 to 900 watts 
were installed and another 18 solar kits sold.  A total of 518 households have 
gained some form of solar power in 9 months.

Teso Energy and Construction Company (TECCO) which was set up by Moses in Ngora as a solar enterprise to attract 
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.  district government contracts, has started well.  For solar power 5 health centres (one of them pictured here), 11 schools and 
4 government house contracts have been completed.  The company needs a tipper truck and an extra yard in order to bid for 
big construction projects.  Two small contracts have been completed in Ngora for a latrine and a gatekeeper’s house, both 
beautifully finished, thanks to Moses’ perfectionism!

DESPERATE NEED FOR AGRO-FORESTRY PROJECTS

Papaya plantation on the Kamuli land
DFEFHO office in Kamuli with Daniel  (at the 
desk), Moses Kitimbo and the four new volunteers

In both Ngora and Kamuli, the severe droughts of 2016-7 are still evident in low water tables, retarded growth of trees 
and shrubs.  Prevention of a recurrence of drought problems by means of irrigation is our main priority but an expensive 
one.  We failed in our funding bid to Hub Cymru Africa last September for a project entitled ”Ngora and Kamuli district 
community tree and bamboo nursery development with water conservation”.  Although they liked our project, their funding 
pot was unusually small and there are many more organisations like ours bidding for funds.   We are now trying to tailor the 
project for other funding bodies.  There has been rain this year, although not enough.

 In Ngora, the soil in the land designated for a ‘mother garden’ for trees and bamboo has benefitted greatly from the manuring 
last year.  A ‘living fence’ of thorny shrubs has been started on its boundary and the one for the goat unit extension.  The tree 
nursery will be sited behind the goat compound and can use the same water supply.

In Kamuli, a papaya plantation developed from seed by Moses Kitimbo has been successful and all 8 Warbugia ugandensis 
trees survived the drought, although 3 other native species did not.  Warbugia is an amazing native species, insect resistant 
and with strong timber.  It has a great variety of medicinal properties, including anti-malarial and skin and chest infections.  
The coffee plantation has benefitted from severe pruning.  A 5 year development plan for the land has been made by the team 
with the help of permaculture consultant, Charles Mugarura, with eco-camping accommodation along with a water supply 
for this and for irrigation, a priority when funding allows. Rain water retention in soil will be effected by swales (ditches) 
across the land, which has a gentle slope from road to river, and the digging of a valley dam in the area of a natural spring.  
The dam will provide a water reservoir for pumping, and can also be a fish pond eventually.

Kamuli DFEFHO administration
Daniel Kitimbo has worked very hard as leader on this and has established an office in the district administration part of 
Kamuli town.  This had become a necessity for attracting funding from within Uganda and is already proving its worth in 
letting Kamuli workers and residents know about the organisation.  Four full-time young volunteers, Hellen Nakyeyune, 
Janet Kidima, Steve Baguma, and Stella Nangobi, have been recruited to help on the activities and gain experience 
themselves.  They are all graduates or diplomates for whom there are few job opportunities, a very common occurrence in 
Uganda where the majority of the population are school age and work opportunities cannot keep pace.  They all have family 
farming backgrounds and a strong interest in farming.  Stella and Steve will be introduced to Permaculture at Steve Jones’ 
Sector 39 Permaculture Design Course in May.   Hellen, Janet and most of the Kamuli team will attend the first East African 
Permaculture Convergence following this course. 

THE ALL-IMPORTANT FUNDRAISING

As Cordelia says earlier in the newsletter, we did much better to raise the funds needed by the NOVC project through the 
Christmas catalogue.  We had a very generous donation early on from one of our regular donors, which was a terrific boost 
to the funds.  Please don’t forget that the catalogue is there all year round for birthdays, weddings and special occasions, as 
well as for donations.  We have had other highly generous donations from individuals and, as always, we have done very 
well from church and chapel collections too.  The Community foundation in Wales again funded the 2017 Conference.  We 
are enormously grateful to them and to all our donors.
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Contact Emyr Owen, 10 Regent Court, Roft Street, Oswestry SY11 2BU; 01691 656961; emyr.owen.bron@btinternet.com.  
If you would like to be removed from the mailing list or if you have an email address we could use, please let Emyr know.

This exhibition of Photo Dairies is the children’s way of showing their 
everyday life in Uganda through their own eyes and is their contribution 
towards helping Dolen Ffermio raise awareness about issues in Uganda 
and their communities of Ngora and Nyero in particular.  This is a photo 
taken by William George of children at their parents’ burial ground in Nyero

It will be showing at the Arts Connection Gallery, Community Centre, 
Llanfyllin from 16th April from 9am to 5pm every weekday.  If any 
schools would like to visit the exhibition and are interested in being part 
of a cultural exchange with schools in Uganda, please get in touch with 
photographer Cordelia Weedon.
 

PHOTO DIARIES EXHIBITION

Design by Damian 
Weedon.and photos by 
Lorna Brown, Moses Ekoi  
and Cordelia Weedon

The ever popular Spring Sale is coming up, which is always a good fund raiser as well as an enjoyable social occasion.  We 
need more of these, however, to fund our vitally important projects.  We were very disappointed that we failed in our bid 
for Welsh Government funding through Hub Cymru Africa, for irrigation and agro-forestry projects in both Kamuli and 
Ngora.  You’ve heard about the effects of the drought elsewhere in the newsletter and we are now busy looking for other 
sources.  

Please consider the Across Wales Walk.  Some of our team did this a number of years ago and they can heartily recommend 
it as an ideal opportunity to enjoy the magnificent scenery of Mid-Wales, to get fit and to raise funds for Dolen Ffermio.  
The whole walk is 42 miles but you can do 26, 16 or 8 miles.   Map and full details, together with costs, are available from 
www.rotaryacross waleswalk.org, Facebook.com/TheRotaryAcrossWalesWalk, or contact Dolen Ffermio.  Any other 
ideas?  Please get in touch and you know we will help.  We’d love to hear from you.

“RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SHARED AT THE 2017 CONFERENCE”

“Pro-environment farming” was the focus of our latest 6th form 
conference and public meeting in December last year.  The 
conference was held at Llanfyllin High School when national, 
international and local speakers delivered talks on a variety of 
topics, ranging from why we need agriculture (Steve Jones of 
Sector39); how research at ABERS is helping to make agriculture 
more sustainable (Dr Rosemary Collins of Aberystwyth 
University; the importance of agriculture as a conservation 
management tool (Teleri Fielden of the National Trust); “a global 
perspective on the challenges of the 21st century (Gareth Owen 
of Save the Children); Wyn Williams on the Pontbren Project and 
reports from sixth formers on a trip to Patagonia and progress of 
the school’s eco team.  Our Ugandan visitor, Charles Mugaruu 
gave an uplifting talk on how Permaculture is transforming 
agriculture in his country.  Ann Roberts, assistant head, said “A 
good morning was had by one and all and a lot of research and 
information was shared.”  The previous evening we held an open 
meeting for the farming community on the subject of “Farming for 
the Future”, which was equally successful, very well attended and 
with lively discussion.  We would like to extend our very grateful 
thanks to the Community Foundation in Wales for funding both.

Charles Mugaruru, permaculture consultant 
at Broadfield Enterprises, Uganda


